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may be several generations in a season, as they require from
sixty-five to ninety days to mature in summer. The scales
often crowd so thickly on the leaves or along the stems as
to overlap each other. The body of the mature female is
oval, flat, and soft, varying in color from a dark straw yellow
to brown, often with deeper markings. The male scales
are much smaller and lighter in color, the mature form
emerging as a winged insect.
As stated above, this insect is seldom serious, but occasion-
ally it happens that the parasites do not effectively control it,
and it becomes necessary to fumigate or spray.
Citricola or Soft Gray Scale (Coccus citricola)
During the past five years a scale supposed to be a variety
of the soft brown has caused much damage to citrus trees
both in the coast country and interior valleys. Recently
the insect has been described as a distinct species.1
The citricola scale excretes large amounts of honey-dew
which becomes covered with sooty mold, necessitating the
washing of the oranges. The presence of the scale is usually
first noticed in July and August, when the sooty mold is
forming. In the spring the adult females can be observed
on the smaller twigs and branches, often being so numerous
as to overlap each other and cause the twig to appear twice
as large in diameter as ordinarily. This scale is not fatal
to the tree, but saps its vitality and results in small crops of
undersized sooty fruit.
The adult female is grayish in color, usually about one-
fourth inch long and about three-sixteenths wide, and elongates
oval in shape. Eggs are laid during May and June and
hatch immediately. In fact, in some cases the eggs hatch
before they are laid, and the young are born alive. The
1 Roy E. Campbell, Entomological News, June, 1914.